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FEVERS. 

Jr  g"1IS  ingenious,  and  amufing  to  write 
A  theories  of  fevers ;  but  to  be  ufe- 
ful,  we  fhould  try  to  cure  them  :  The 
volumes  which  have  been  published  on 
their  nature,  and  their  caufes,  may  en¬ 
tertain  the  learned  leifure  of  the  ftudious  ; 
but  he  alone  who  lhall  remark  their  fymp- 
toms,  and  fee  the  events  of  medicines ; 
will  tread  the  path  of  fafety. 

’  \  #  ,  .  v  j  \ 
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The  bedfide  is  the  proper  fchool  of  the 
phyfician ;  and  a  fedate  experience  his  only 
true  preceptor.  The  uncertain  ftate  cf  my  , 

,  A  2  '  own 
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own  health  has  denied  me  the  advantages 
of  this  attendance  :  but  whether  it  be 
from  fome  fuccefs ;  or  from  whatever 
caufe,  many  who  are  fick,  apply  to  me  at 
home. 

'  *  - 
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From  what  I  have  experienced  among 
thefe,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  that  fevers 
may  be  often  cured,  in  the  firft  or  fe- 
cond  day,  without  either  difficulty,  or 
danger ;  which  would  have  perplexed  the 
doctor,  and  perhaps  deflroyed  the  patient 
in  the  end,  if  fuffered  to  have  run  their 
lengthened  courfe :  and  that  in  thefe 
early  attacks  of  the  difeafe,  there  is  no- 
thing  of  that  hazard,  which  would  attend 
the  combating  of  them  in  their  more  ad¬ 
vanced  ftages ;  tho’  they  may  alfo  be  cured 
in  thofe,  by  the  fame  means. 

In  all  thefe  cafes,  I  have  found  the  Root 
of  a  common  Engliffi  Herb,  the  Peta- 
51  te,  fafe,  pleafant,  and  effectual.  I  owe 
it  to  the  Public,  to  declare  what  I  have 
.  4  feen ; 
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feen  ;  and  I  truft  they  will  receive  it  with 
their  accuftomed  candour. 

They  will,  from  thefe  informations,  be¬ 
come  their  own  phylicians ;  for  there  needs 
little  more  advifing,  than  where  to  find  the 
Root;  (which,  likeNature’s  other  beft  gifts, 
is  one  of  the  moft  common;)  and  to  make  , 
it  into  tea ;  or  grate  it  into  powder.  Whoever 
takes  it,  may  be  afiured,  that  no  harm 
poflibly  can  attend  its  ufe ;  for  its  only 
effects  are  eafe,  a  gentle  perfpiration,  and 
fweet  ileep :  and  he  muft  be  a  poor  phy- 
fician,  or  indeed  a  poor  rational  creature, 
who  does  not  fee  that,  altho’  thefe  effects 
may  be  productive  of  great  good ;  ’tis  per¬ 
fectly  impoffible  they  fhould  do  ill,  in  the 
beginning  of  a  fever.  A  phyfician,  if  fear, 
or  diflrufl,  fhould  call  in  his  afiiftance 
afterwards,  will  thank  the  good  care  that 
has  fo  far  prepared  the  way  for  him. 

This  perfeCt  incapacity  of  ill  ought  to  be 
the  firft  care  of  the  phyfician,  who  puts 

A  3  int© 


i 


'■  [  6  3 

into  the  hands  of  the  Public,  a  medicine* 
which  they  are  to  manage  for  themfelves 
and  the  unadvifed  friend  of  the  lick,  be¬ 
fore  he  ventures  to  give  any  thing  in  the 

,v  - 

beginning  of  a  fever,  ought  to  be  perfectly 
allured,  that  it  cannot  too  far  irritate  or 
difturb  the  unfettled  frame  of  the  patient's 
body ;  or,  from  the  ftate  or  condition  of 
any  thing  it  finds  there,  bring  on  violent 
vomitings,  or  purgings. 

There  are  fevers,  in  which  the  unloading 

*  « 

of  the  ftomach,  and  bowels,  may  be  a  firft 
needful  requifite :  but  Tis  not  fo  in  all ; 
and  even  where  this  is  wanted,  ftill  it  fhould 
be  done  by  the  gentleft  and  moft  certain 
means ;  not  by  the  rough,  or  cafual:  thq’ 
the  body’s  being  open  fhould  be  ever  fo 
requifite,  the  methods  that  giye  that  be¬ 
nefit,  fhould  not  be  harfh,  or  violent, 

>  I  ■  \  V  -  ?  »  •  <•  i 
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Thefe  affiftances  to  Nature  may  always 
fie  obtained  by  things  we  can  exactly  regu¬ 
late  5  and  they  may  fo  be  obtained  juft 

yyheq 
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when  they  are  wanted ;  and  juft  in  the  de¬ 
gree.  Glyfters  are  for  this  fervice  the  pro¬ 
per,  and  the  only  proper  method. 

The  Root  here  to  be  recommended 

•  *  i  ^ 

neither  promotes  ftools,  nor  prevents  them: 
and  this  I  may  affirm  with  perfect  fafety, 
that  I  have  feen  fevers,  which  appeared 
under  the  mod:  alarming  form,  removed 
by  it  in  a  few  hours :  and  I  wifh  truth 
did  not  require  of  me  to  add,  that  I  have 
feen  fuch  as  had  no  threatning  appear¬ 
ances  in  theirnatural  approach,  raifed  to  the 
extreme  of  terror,  and  of  danger,  by  the 
violent  effedt  of  medicines  of  uncertain 
operation,  prefcribed  in  their  beginnings. 

> 1  * 

This  is  the  great  Caution  I  meant  to 
give  to  the  dck,  and  to  their  friends :  I  hope 
it  will  be  regarded ;  and  then  whatfoever 
be  the  farther  good  of  the  fucceeding 
pages,  one  great  purpofe  will  at  lead:  be 
anfwered  to  mankind.  I  think  nothing 

A  4  ought 
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ought  to  be  given  at  random  in  a  fever  that 
can  either  purge  or  vomit  violently;  becaufe 
there  are  fome  fevers  where  this  may  be  very 
hurtful ;  and  ’tis  too  late  to  learn  after  the 
mifchief,  that  a  fmaller  dofe  might  have 
been  given  with  fafety. 

/  *v  . 

Reafon  declares,  no  medicine  ought  ever 
to  be  put  into  the  public  hands,  which 
requires  the  advice  of  a  phyfieian  to  fay, 
whether  in  any  cafe,  it  be,  or  be  not,  pro¬ 
per  to  be  given.  This  uncertainty  has  no 
place  in  the  ufe  of  the  Ample,  and  inno¬ 
cent  Root,  here  recommended ;  for  it  is 
incapable  of  railing  any  commotion  in  the 
body,  or  interrupting  any  of  its  natural, 
and  healthful  operations ;  and  fome  ad¬ 
vantage  muft,  and  nothing  but  advantage 
can  attend  its  ufe. ",  Wffiil 

The  means  by  which  its  general  utility 
came  to  my  knowledge  were  thefe  : 

About  two  years  ago,  I  publilhed  a  fmall 

pamphlet 
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pamphlet  on  the  Virtues  of  fome  Britifh 
Herbs,  and  the  certain  means  of  know¬ 
ing  the  right  kinds;  by  figures,  and  fhort, 
but  regular  defcriptions.  Among  the  firfi: 

of  thefe,  was  the  Herb  Petafites,  which 

*  *  ■* 

\ 

our  common  people  call  Fever  Rooty  PeJU - 
lence-Wort,  or  Butterbur ,  and  the  more 

t  •  s 

learned,  Petasite  ;  the  great  virtues  re¬ 
corded  of  the  Root  of  this  Plant,  from 
the  earlieft,  down  to  the  latefl:  times,  led 
me  to  confider  it  at  large  :  and  the  parti¬ 
cular  commands  of  quarantine,  and  a  ge¬ 
neral  alarm  of  the  Plague  being  in  fome 
parts  of  Europe,  and  threatning  to  ap¬ 
proach  us  at  that  time,  led  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  notice;  as  the  one  medi¬ 
cine,  on  which  there  feemed  a  hope  of 
rational  dependance, 

•  *  #  .  • 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  prefcribed 
its  Root  thus  publicly,  I  took  it  myfelf, 
to  be  allured  of  its  fafety;  and  gave  it  to 
others:  firfi;  in  the  malignant  fevers, which 
came  within  my  pra&ife,  and  afterwards 

in 
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|n  others,  of  all  kinds.  I  have  now  been 
in  a  conftant  ufe  of  it  from  that  time;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  many,  very  many,  lives 
may  be  faved,  by  making  its  virtues  ge¬ 
nerally  known.  This,  I  apprehend,  will 
be  beft  done  by  a  detail  of  its  effedts  in 
thofe  cafes  in  which  I  have  given  it, 

i; 

A  hearty  ruddy-complexioned  labour- 

f 

ing  man,  after  working  violently  for  a 
wager,  and  drinking  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  winnings,  applied  to  me,  burning 
with  heat,  thirfty,  and  with  a  violent  pain 
in  his  head  :  a  fever  was  palpably  begun. 
’Twas  night,  and  in  the  country,  and  they 
could  get  none  to  bleed  him.  He  was  put 
to  bed  :  a  dram  of  Petafite  Root  was  made 

M  /  / 

into  tea,  with  three  pints  of  boiling  wa¬ 
ter  :  he  drank  two  half-pint  balins,  began 
to  fweat,  fell  into  a  fleep  of  an  hour,  but 
waked  diirurbed :  he  drank  then  above  half 
a  pint,  warm;  and  repeated  the  fame  about 
five  in  the  morning.  After  this  he  flept 

found 
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1  , 

found  till  nine,  fweating  moderately  all  the 

*  i 

while.  He  was  allowed  only  a  bit  of  toall : 

*  «. 

he  took  the  remainder  of  the  tea j  and  be¬ 
fore  night  was  well.  He  then  made  one 
freflh  dofe  for  his  laft  draught  at  night,  and 
went  the  next  day  to  his  work  in  the 
morning. 

II. 

A  gentleman  falling  into  a  violent  paf- 
fion  with  his  fervant,  after  exhaufting  all 
his  ftrength  in  the  indulgence  of  it,  fell 
into  a  fever  :  his  pulfe  grew  quick,  and 
ftrong  ;  his  face  inflamed ;  his  tongue  dry$ 
and  his  flefli  burning  hot.  He  went  to 
bed,  took  at  five  dofes  a  quart  of  the  tea 
piade  from  little  more  than  a  dram  of 

f  > ' 

the  Petafite  Root,  and  grew  compofed  ;  he 
fweated  moderately,  flept  found,  and,  by 
the  help  of  a  bafin  or  two  more  of  the 
fame  tea,  was  well  the  day  following. 

t 
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III, 

V 

A  refpedable  tradefman,  after  a  venifon-? 

feaft. 
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feaft,  with  a  good  deal  of  claret,  came 
home  flufhed ;  was  put  to  bed,  had  a 
difturbed  night,  and  was  found  very  fe- 
verifh  in  the  morning.  He  was  denied  all 
folid  food  ;  kept  with  the  room  moderately 
darkened  ;  and  took  plentifully  of  a  tea  of 
Butterbutr  Root :  he  fweated  a  little,  and 
grew  fomething  quieter :  but  at  night  the 
fever  increased  upon  him. 

He  now  took  fix  grains  of  the  Root, 
dried  before  the  fire,  and  grated ;  kept 
to  his  tea,  in  great  abundance ;  flept 
feveral  hours ;  and  was  better  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Having  all  this  time  no  ftool,  a  gly- 
fter  was  given,  of  water-gruel,  coarfe  fugar, 
oil,  and  a  little  fait.  It  produced  its 
effed;  and  was  repeated  in  the  evening 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.  He  continued  the 
powder  of  the  Root  every  fix  hours;  but, 
his  fcomach  not  relilhing  the  tea  of  the 
Petafite  alfo  ;  he  had  Baum  tea  in  abun¬ 
dance  ;  and  with  thefe  helps,  at  the  end 
of  three  days,  grew  well. 


A  GE- 
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A  GENERAL  DIRECTION. 

From  what  has  been  related,  of  the  three 
preceding  cafes,  the  Reader  will  fee  the 
caufes,  and  the  proper  treatment,  of  the 
more  common  kinds  of  fever :  and  thofe 
who  would  affift  their  neighbours,  in  the 
country,  or  would  any  where  be  affured 
that  their  friends  are  properly  treated,  may 
lay  down  to  themfelves  thefe  few  general 
rules. 

* 

1.  That  no  other  medicine  is  needful 
than  this  Petalite  Root. 

**  V  1 
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2.  That  bed  is  the  only  proper  place 
for  a  perfon  attacked  by  a  fever ;  and  that 
he  there  Ihould  be  kept  perfectly  at 
quiet. 

,  -  •  ^  •/ 

3.  That  Baum  tea  in  abundance,  or 
fome  fuch  innocent,  weak  liquor,  muft  be 
drank,  in  order  to  keep  up  a  moderate, 
not  a  violent  fweat. 


4.  That 
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4.  That  there  muft  be  a  ftool  once  irl 

c  _  ••  ■  \  . 

four  and  twenty  hours ;  and  if  Nature 
does  not  give  it,  the  proper  method  is  to 
obtain  it  by  a  glyfter. 

Three  quarters  of  a  pint  of  thin  water- 
gruel,  a  fpoonful  of  fait,  two  fpoonfuls 
of  oil*  and  about  an  ounce  of  coarfe  fu- 
gar,  make  the  beft  glyfter  that  can  be 
given.  The  trouble  of  it  is  nothing,  in 
comparifon  of  the  good  it  does  :  and  this 
may  be  juftly  aflertedj  if  the  ufe  of 
glyfters  were  more  general,  all  acute  dif- 
eafes  would  be  much  lefs  dangerous. 

5.  That  no  folidfood  be  eaten,  and  that 
if  the  perfon  be  florid,  and  full  of  blood, 
he  Ihould  be  blooded. 

IV. 

A  young  gentleman,  fond  of  tennis,  and 
of  a  long  time  accuftomed  to  it,  grew  ena¬ 
moured  of  a  young  woman,  to  a  degree 
that  made  him  negled:  all  other  pleafures: 

after 
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after  a  fortnight,  he  became  low, and  difpi- 
rited,  fancied  himfelf  ill;  and  wast  old  by 
his  friends,  ’twas  from  the  want  of  his 
ufual  exercife.  Young  tempers  are  vio¬ 
lent  ;  he  refumed  his  former  fport  next 
day ;  played  many  hours  ;  and  in  a  violent, 
melting  heat,  drank  near  a  quart  of  porter. 

He  fell  ill  at  once :  a  violent  fever 
came  on,  with  fymptoms  of  internal  in¬ 
flammation  ;  he  was  burning  hot ;  his 
pulfe  quick,  and  ftrong;  his  tongue  parch’d ; 
and  his  head  in  pain.  He  was  blooded,  put 
to  bed,  and  took  feven  grains  of  grated 
Petafite  Root ;  his  ftomach  was  fo  much 
amifs,  he  vomited  it  up  again ;  he  took  a 
bafin  or  two  of  Baum- tea,  and  was  covered 
warm  with  cloaths ;  but  he  continued 
burning  without  fweating :  in  about  two' 
hours  after,  he  took  eight  grains  more  of 
Petafite,  with  three  grains  of  the  Root  of 
Purple  Avens,  and  a  little  Crabs-Claws 
from  the  apothecary’s  :  this  remained  upon 
his  ftomach;  and  in  ten  minutes  he  began 
to  fweat.  ’Twas  now  evening  ;  as  there 
5  <  had 
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•  nad  been  no  ftool,  he  had  a  glyfter ;  he 
took  two  more  dofes  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night  of  the  powder,  prepared  as  the  laft ; 
and  as  often  as  he  waked,  drank  warm 
Baum-tea.  He  continued  fweating,  he 
grew  eafy,  and  toward  morning,  llept 
comfortably.  He  purfued  the  fame  method 
for  four  days,  and  grew  well. 

In  the  time  of  thefe  four  cafes,  feveral 
others  came  before  me ;  which  afforded  no 
circumflance  effentially  different  from 
thofe,  and  therefore  ’twere  tedious  to  relate 
them :  but  in  fome  others  of  a  like  kind, 
which  came  afterwards  under  my  direction, 

I  conftantly  repeated  the  addition  of  the 
Avens  Root,  and  the  Crabs  Claws,  to 
the  Petafite ;  and  finding  more  occafion 
for  the  Root  than  agreed  with  the  trouble 
of  frequent  mixing,  I  directed  a  quantity 
of  the  Root,  of  the  beft  kind,  and  from 
the  right  foil,  to  be  dried,  and  powder¬ 
ed;  with  an  addition  of  thefe  two  equally 
innocent  ingredients*  This  I  have  from 

that 
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that  time  given  conftantly' with  baunl  tea 
to  dilute  :  and  when  the  Petafite  powder  is 
named  in  the  fucceeding  pages,  the  Reader 
Will  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  this  mixt  pow¬ 
der  is  meant. 

v. 

A  robuft  young  man,  who  had  attended 
fome  trials  at  the  Old  Bailey,  came  home 
ill  ;  complained  of  the  heat,  and  intole¬ 
rable  ftench  of  the  place  ;  and  in  a  few 
hours,  grew  feverifh.  His  flelh  became 
fo  hot,  that  it  feemed  to  burn  the  finders 
of  a  female  relation,  who  had  hold 
of  one  of  his  hands ;  his  pulfe  was  quick, 
and  unequal;  and  making  water,  it  was 
thick,  like  puddle.  I  did  not  fee  this 
patient :  ill  health  confined  me  to  my 
chamber :  but  there  was  no  miftaking  a 
difeafe  attended  with  fuch  fymptoms.  I  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  Pe¬ 
tafite  in  a  putrid  fever :  I  therefore  directed 
all  things  with  the  utmoft  care. 

The  patient  took  every  fix  hours,  fifteen. 

B  grains 
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grains  of  the  compound  Petafite  Powder 
juft  deferibed ;  he  drank  plentifully  of 
baum  tea,  rendered  a  little  {harp,  with 
fpirit  of  Vitriol.  Every  morning  he  had  a 
glyfter,  fuch  as  deferibed  before,  only 
omitting  the  fait :  he  was  kept  as  ftill  and 
quiet  as  poffible ;  and  the  free  air  care¬ 
fully  let  into  the  room,  without  reaching 
the  bed  with  violence. 

The  fecond  and  the  third  day  paffed  with 
a  little  feeming  amendment;  on  the  fourth, 
the  heat  of  his  flefh  encreafed  about  the 
breaft;  but  his  feet  grew  cold.  Some  feraped 
horfe-radifh  Root,  between  two  linens, 
was  put  to  the  foies  of  his  feet ;  this 
brought  on  a  little  warmth  again:  he 
paffed  two  more  days  in  the  fame  courfe, 
without  any  frelh  ill  fymptom  :  but  on  the 
fixth,  his  breath  grew  very  uneafy  :  the 
refpiration  however  was  equal,  tho’  la¬ 
boured.  He  grew  eafier  of  this  next  day ; 
but  fell  into  a  fort  of  ftupidity ;  fcarce 
regarded  any  thing,  or  any  body;  his 

limbs 
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limbs  feemed  feeble,  and  his  eyes  looked 
dull.  Upon  this  being  reprefented  to  me, 
I  diredled  twenty  grains  of  the  Petalite 
Powder  to  be  given  every  four  hours,  a 
little  white  wine  to  be  added  to  his  baum 

v  *  i  \  i 

tea,  and  that  he  fhould  invariably  perfift 
in  the  ufe  of  thefe  things.  He  gradually 
grew  better  :  he  had  a  great  ftruggle  four 
nights  afterwards;  and  after  that,  difcharged 
a  quantity  of  turbid  urine,  and  from  that 
time  recovered. 

i 

VI. 

*  \  1  .  \  t  • , 

A  woman  who  had  heard  of  this  cafe* 
came  to  me  with  the  account  of  one  who 
had  for  many  days  lain,  as  fhe  faid,  in  the 
fame  way,  and  was  now  convulfed ;  the 
feet  were  cold,  the  belly  fwelled,  and  on 
the  breaft  were  feveral  blueifh  fpots.  I 
told  the  mefienger,  the  cafe  feemed  with¬ 
out  hope  :  and  indeed  the  perfon  was  dead 
before  her  return. 


I  name  this,  becaufe  if  the  cafes  were 

B  2  parallel. 
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parallel,  as  I  believe  they  were,  the  Peta- 
fite  Powder  probably  prevented,  in  the 
former,  all  thole  fatal  fymptoms,  which 
forbad  in  the  latter,  even  the  moil  diftant 
hope. 

.  ^  :  VII. 

A  middle-aged  man  came  home  hot  from 
the  play :  he  had  fat  in  the  pit  when  the 
houle  was  very  full,  on  a  damp  evening ; 

where  the  heat  and  temper  of  the  air,  and 

* 

united  effluvia  of  many  people  together, 
had  overpowered  two  or  three  weak  per- 
fons  fo  far,  that  they  fainted  :  one  even  in 
the  boxes.  This  perfon  finding  himfelf 
very  hot,  got  into  a  hackney  coach,  drew 
up  the  windows,  and  came  home;  Ml  in 
a  violent  fweat. 

Pie  had  felt  a  Ihivering  on  going  from 
the  playhoule  to  the  coach ;  and  a  fe- 
cond  in  palling  from  the  coach. to  his  own 
door  :  he  went  to  bed,  drank  white  wine 
whey,  and  was  covered  clofe,  and  warm. 

But 


✓ 
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But  now  he  burnt  without  fweating  :  his 
breath  was  hot,  like  fire  ;  his  mouth  and 
throat  parched ;  and  he  made  figns  for 
drink  every  moment. 

He  pafled  a  miferable  night :  in  the 
morning  I  heard  of  him ;  when  he  was 
growing  worfe  every  hour.  He  had  a 
glyfter  :  the  air  of  the  room  was  refrefhed, 
without  immediately  chilling  him;  and  half 
the  load  of  covering  taken  off  the  bed  : 
he  took  fifteen  grains  of  the  Petafite  Pow¬ 
der  ;  to  which,  on  this  occafion,  were 
added,  three  grains  of  Comfry  Root,  and  half  • 
a  grain  of  wild  lettuce  juice,  which  was  af¬ 
terwards  alfo  continued.  He  had  a  bafin  of 
baum  tea,  with  a  few  drops  of  Spirit  of 
Vitriol,  to  give  it  a  grateful  acidity ;  a  moifi: 
heat  foon  diffufed  itfelf  over  his  whole 

4 

body ;  his  feet  began  to  fweat,  and  afterwards 
he  fweated  throughout,  to  the  great  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  his  friends ;  and  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  a  worthy  clergyman,  whom  their 
fears  of  immediate  death  had  brought  to  at- 

B  3  tend 
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tend  him ;  this  gentleman  obferving,  ’twas 
ftrange  that  keeping  a  man  cooler,  fhould 
put  him  in  a  fweat. 

He  grew  eafier,  breathed  better,  and 
found  his  mouth  lefs  parched  :  he  conti¬ 
nued  the  Powder  once  in  eight  hours,  and 
drank  very  abundantly  of  the  baum  tea, 
which  the  fmall  addition  of  acid  rendered 
very  agreeable  to  him.  Every  morning  he 
had  a  glyfter ;  and  tho5  the  difeafe  conti¬ 
nued  many  days,  he  grew  perfectly  well 
by  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  conftantly  and 
carefully  purfued,  without  any  other  aflifk- 
ance, 

4  '  ’  **  , 

VIII. 

Agentleman  of  fifty- two,  after  being  very 
carneft  in  a  debate  among  a  public  com¬ 
pany  in  the  city,  fpeaking  very  long  and 
loud,  with  too  much  vehemence  and  paf- 
fion ;  found  himfelf  on  his  return,  hot, 

*  burning,  and  uneafy,  without  any  tenden¬ 
cy  to  fweat :  he  was  feized  with  an  aver- 

fion 
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lion  to  the  very  name  of  food,  and  grew 
reftlefs,  anxious,  weary,  talked  of  infup- 
portable  fatigue,  and  was  put  to  bed. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  which  he 
palled  without  lleep  ;  and  with  great  dis¬ 
turbance  of  mind,  and  everlafting  tolling 
and  tumbling  about,  his  tongue  became 
burnt  to  yellownefs ;  his  Ikin  feemed 
fcorched;  and  notwithftanding  all  his  heat, 
his  face  in  many  parts  was  alh  coloured. 

He  began  early  in  the  morning  to  take 
the  Petalite  Powder ;  he  was  blooded;  he 
had  a  glyfter  twice  in  the  four  and  twenty 
hours ;  he  eat  nothing ;  drank  a  great  deal 
of  baurn  tea :  and  after  a  few  days,  reco- 
tTered. 

IX. 

A  gentlewoman  of  a  tender  habit,  gor¬ 
ing  very  early  to  a  chapel,  where  there 
was  a  favourite  preacher  of  a  peculiar  turn, 
found  herfelf  ftruck  with  a  chillnefs  on 
walking  in.  She  had  gone  in  a  chair,  and 

B  4  the 
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the  chapel  was  cold  and  empty;  her  paf- 
lions  were  foon  roufed  :  for  of  thefe,  per¬ 
haps,  thofe  which  grow  upon  the  flock 
-  of  Enthufiafm  are  among  the  flrongefl. 

Whether  the  wcaknefs  of  her  frame,  or 
the  eloquence  of  the  preacher  were  the 
caufe,  (he  came  home  in  tears  :  and  fhe  was 
fick  at  times;  and  difpofed  to  vomit :  her 
feet  were  cold ;  fhe  had  pain  down  her 
back,  and  repeated  fhiverings, 

°he  took  a  quantity  of  tea  of  Carduus 
Benedidius,  which  made  her  vomit  with 
great  eafe  four  times ;  and  left  her  ftomach 
much  better  :  fhe  was  put  to  bed,  and  fhe 
took  twelve  grains  of  Petafite  Powder,  to 
which  were  added,  three  grains  of  the  Root 
of  Maflerwort an  excellent  addition,  and 
alfo  continued  afterwards  to  all  the  Pow¬ 
ders  of  this  Root :  fhe  difliked  baum  tea, 
and  nad  therefore  a  tea  made  from  tho 
leaves  of  Agrimony,  which  I  have  iince 

found 
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found  is  equally  effectual,  and  innocent  $ 

■  * 

and  much  more  pleafant. 

^  * 

V.- 

She  had  a  reftlefs  night  with  Oliver- 
ings,  twitchings,  anxiety,  and  a  great  hor¬ 
ror  :  fhe  repeated  the  Powder  once  in  eight 
hours ;  and  after  the  third  dofe,  fell 
into  a  regular  and  univerfal  fweat  >  fhe 
grew  eafier,  and  dropped  into  a  fweet  deep. 
This  was  about  fix  in  the  morning ;  and 
jfhe  waked  a  little  before  nine,  greatly  re¬ 
freshed,  / 

* 

Her  room  was  kept  cool :  fhe  was  raifed 
frequently  in  her  bed ;  and  fat  up  feveral 
minutes :  at  noon  She  eat  a  little  panada, 
and  thought  herfelf  getting  well  at  once  : 
but  toward  evening  the  burning  heat  re¬ 
turned  fo  violent,  that  the  hands  of  her 
female  acquaintance  feemed  fcorched  with 
touching  her.  She  was  covered  a  little 
warmer ;  and  taking  her  dofe  of  the  pow¬ 
der  about  ten  o’clock,  with  a  good  bafin 
of  tea  after  it*  fhe  fell  into  a  very  fweet 

deep* 
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deep,  which  laded  till  two  in  the  morning. 
She  then  waked  in  tears }  talked  wildly  of 
the  pi  eacher ;  the  graces  of  his  perfon,  and 
the  beauty  of  holinefs  :  but  after  a  bafin 
of  the  Agrimony  tea,  and  the  repeated  re- 
fre firing  of  the  room  by  free  air,  fhe  dofed 
till  towar d  fix  in  the  mornings  when,  af¬ 
ter  another  dofe  of  the  Powder,  flie  fell 

into  a  very  kindly  fweat,  and  dept  till 
ten. 


This  was  a  tedious  cafe ;  but  no  bad 
fymptom  occurred  :  fhe  continued  the  ufe 
Oi  this  medicine  alone,  and  is  now  very 
well ;  and  tho  full  as  pious,  is  lefs  oat- 
rageoufly  enthufiaftic. 

X. 

A  poor  woman  had  an  obflinate  ague  : 
it  haci  held  her  a  long  time ;  and  after  the 
various  attempts  of  a  quartern  of  brandy  at 
one  time;  and  a  whole  lemon,  with  pepper, 
at  another;  after  Ohamasmile  Flowers,  and 
Cobwebs ;  and  in  fhort,  after  every  thing 

expe- 
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experience  or  imagination  have  invented  $ 
befide  a  pound  or  two  of  bark,  and  the 
vain  efforts  of  twenty  different  charms; 
fhe  was  falling  into  a  jaundice,  and  had 
fwelled  ankles. 

i 

She  took  twenty  grains  of  the  Petafite 
Powder  every  morning  and  night,  for  .  the 
intervals  between  three  of  the  fits;  and 
the  fourth  was  prevented  by  an  ounce  of 
good  bark.  She  has  fince  kept  to  the  ufe 
of  fmall  dofes  of  bark  every  day ;  and  fhe 
is  well,  and  will  get  ftrong  again. 

XI. 

/ 

A  lady,  after  being  kept  very  hot  three 
hours  in  a  crowded  playhoufe,  by  a  mif- 
take  of  the  boxkeeper,  went  out  into  the 
air,  when  her  chair  was  not  ready.  After 
waiting  a  few  minutes,  fhe  returned  back 
into  the  houfe;  but  was  fo  chilled,  that 
the  declared  fhe  was  ftruck  with  death. 

H*  t  .  '  •  '  . 

She  got  home,  and  went  immediately 

to 
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to  bed:  fhe  burned  in  fome  parts,  and  froze 
in  others ;  her  face,  neck,  and  bread,  were 
dike  a  hot  coal,  while  her  hands  were 
cold,  and  her  feet  numbed.  She  was 
frighted  out  of  her  fenfes;  fhe  breathed 

quick,  and  irregular,*  and  the  maid  laid 

* 

her  breath  fcorched  her  face,  when  fhe 
came  near  her.  Her  tongue. was  white,  her 
mouth  parched  up,  and  her  very  voice  al¬ 
tered,  and  imperfedt, 

/  • 

About  twelve  fhe  took  a  dofe  of  fifteen 
grains  of  Petafite  Powder,  the  Root  alone 
without  any  addition :  fhe  drank  baum 
tea,  and  grew  a  little  eafier ;  a  flight  fweat 
was  perceived  about  her  bread,  but  her 
feet  were  dill  cold. 

One  of  thofe  veffels  with  hot  water, 
contrived  for  warmth  by  Buzaglo,  was 
put  into  the  bed  toward  the  feet  :  and  af¬ 
ter  about  an  hour,  a  plentiful  fweat  came 
on.  This  was  indulged,  but  moderated  : 
great  fweating  is  not  intended  in  this 

courfe. 
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Courfe.  The  air  of  the  chamber  was  re- 
frefhed  ;  the  lady  was  raifed  in  her  bed  at 
times  :  a  little  of  the  powder  was  fprink- 
led  over  every  bafin  of  the  tea  flie  drank  ; 
and  by  degrees,  her  fpirits  returned :  fhe  loft 
the  terrors  of  dying ;  ftie  flept  compofed ; 
and  the  next  morning  was  better  to  a 
miracle ;  but  ’twas  feveral  days  before  fhe 
perfectly  recovered. 

In  all  that  time,  a  glyfter  was  given  at 
nine  every  morning  :  at  twelve  fhe  eat  a 

little  panada ;  and  had  no  other  food  what- 

\ 

ever  :  for  ’tis  to  be  obferved,  that  very  little 
nourifhment  is  wanted  in  fevers:  and  it  was 
contrived  that  one  dofe  of  the  powder, 
a  few  grains  more  than  the  others,  fhould 
be  given  at  night.  By  this  means  fhe  refted 
well;  and  by  a  great  deal  of  diluting  with 
baum  tea,  and  a  regular  courfe  of  the 
glyfters,  fhe  grew  perfectly  well. 

Here  the  Petafite  Root  alone  performed 
the  cure ;  perhaps  in  moft  cafes,  the  ad¬ 
ditions  recommended,  and  generally  ufed 

with 
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^vith  it,  are  beft ;  at  leaft,  fo  experience 
feems  to  fay  hitherto :  but  there  are  fpe- 
cifics  which  ad:  in  various  difeafes  with 
fafety,  and  with  certainty;  and  more  time 
muft  fhew  whether  this  innocent,  and 
moft  effedual  Root  be  one. 


THE  CHOICE  OF  THE  PeTASITE  ROOT. 

HERE  are  two  kinds  of  Petafite,  na- 


A  tives  of  our  meadows :  the  one  has  its 
Flowers  growing  clofe  to  the  Stalk  ;  in  the 
other  they  hang  from  it  on  fmall  Foot- 
ftalks  The  firft  is  the  right  kind  for  ufe. 


They  have  been  given  indifcriminately  by 
many  heretofore,  who  fuppofed  them  the 
fame  plant ;  but  fince  we  have  attended  to 
their  difference,  we  have  found  the  firft* 
which  is  the  common  fort,  only,  fhould  be 
ufed.The  other  is  lefs  aromatic,  and  has  more 
bitternefs ;  and  fometimes  difagrees  with 
the  ftomach  :  which  the  firft  never  does. 

*  See  Virtues  of  Britifh  Herbs,  page  88.  pi.  1 8. 
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This  muft  be  chofen  where  it  grows  on 
damp,  but  not  wet  ground,  and  only  the 
oval  head  of  the  Root  is  to  be  ufed.  This* 
in  the  fineft  Roots,  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
walnut  ;  and  at  bottom  grows  a  thick, 
white  fibre ;  which  is  to  be  thrown  away. 

The  oval  Root  is  of  a  pale  brown,  with 
two  or  three  circles  of  fmall  rifing  dots, 
of  the  bignefs  of  pins-heads,  upon  it:  thefe 
are  the  heads  of  vefiels ;  and  thofe  vefiels 
contain  the  medicinal  virtue  of  the  Plant: 
the  Root  is  good  for  nothing,  except 
where  they  are.  • 

This  Root  is  to  be  fplit ;  when  there  ap¬ 
pears  a  courfe  of  vefiels,  half  as  thick  as 
a  ftraw,  juft  within  the  bark,  ouzing 
forth  a  refinous  juice  ;  of  the  moft  agree¬ 
able  aromatic,  and  delicate  tafte. 

The  infide,  or  flefhy  part  of  the  Root* 
is  to  be  thrown  away ;  the  outer  coat, 
with  thefe  vefiels,  is  to  be  hanged  up  in 
^n  airy  place  to  dry ;  and  as  foon  as  fit  for 

powdering. 
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powdering,  it  muft  be  beaten  very  fine; 
alone,  or  with  the  feveral  little  additions 
here  direfted,  and  given,  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  for  a  dofe. 


